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ABSTRACT

Stage Representation and Choreographic Aesthetics of a
Korean Utopian Imaginary in the Ballet Mongyudowondo

Joonhee Cho* Hanyang University

This study examines the stage representation of a Korean utopian imaginary and the choreographic
aesthetics through which it is realized in the ballet Mongyudowondo. Drawing on An Gyeon's painting
Mongyudowondo and Prince Anpyeong’s dream, the ballet reconstructs the desire for power, historical
loss, consolation for the dead, and the longing for peace through its dramaturgical structure and
corporeal expression. Based on work-related materials, press coverage, critical reviews, and visual
records, this study analyzes the choreographic aesthetics through which the image of Dowon is
transformed into a Korean utopian imaginary through the formal language of ballet. The findings indicate
that Dowon in Mongyudowondo is not merely an idealized realm but a Korean utopian imaginary that
encompasses emotional consolation and becomes accessible only after historical tragedy and human
remorse have been confronted. The stage representation of the work further demonstrates that
characters and events not directly depicted in the original painting are newly constructed through the
choreographer’s interpretation. The dream imagery and the image of Dowon embedded in the painting
are reorganized into a temporal structure that progresses through historical tragedy, political conflict,
mourning, everyday life, dream, and utopia. Through this transformation, the spatial journey toward
Dowon becomes a psychological journey through historical wounds and inner remorse. In this respect,
Mongyudowondo combines a pictorial motif, historical narrative, the choreographer’s interpretation, and
balletic stage representation. This distinguishes the work from Korean creative ballets based primarily on
literary works and traditional narratives. The work suggests that Korean creative ballet can move beyond
the reproduction of classical repertory or reliance on Korean subject matter alone and construct a
distinctive aesthetic through the balletic embodiment of Korean thought and emotional sensibility.
Furthermore, marking the tenth anniversary of choreographer Cha-Young Suh’s passing, this study carries
commemorative significance by reassessing and documenting her contribution to the development of
Korean creative ballet from an art-historical perspective.

Key words : Korean creative ballet, Mongyudowondo, Korean utopian imaginary, stage representation,
choreographic aesthetics, Cha-Young Suh
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