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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Characteristics of Seonipmu in the Context
of Honam Dance

Youngsoo Yoo* Jeonju Daesaseupcheong

This study aims to systematically analyze the transmission process and dance movements of Seonipmu
within the context of Honam dance and to examine how Seonipmu is connected to Honam dance while
identifying its unique artistic characteristics. Korean traditional dance has developed in various forms
according to regional characteristics and historical backgrounds. In particular, Honam dance has formed a
distinctive artistic identity based on principles such as the harmony of improvisation and formalization,
the contrast between yin and yang, and the utilization of Daesam and Sosam dance movements.
However, academic research on Seonipmu remains insufficient, and little has been explored regarding
how this dance inherits the traditional elements of Honam dance while establishing its own unique
movements. Therefore this study systematically examines the transmission lineage and characteristics of
Seonipmu through literature review and dance movement analysis, while also investigating its relationship
with Honam dance. The findings confirm that Seonipmu inherits the traditional elements of Honam dance
while establishing its unique movements. Specifically, elements such as the contrast between Daesam
and Sosam, the principle of tension and release (Maeggo Puli-gi), and a structure that allows for
improvisational variations reflect the characteristics of Honam dance. At the same time, the incorporation
of fan techniques and spatial expansion in Seonipmu demonstrates its adaptability to modern
performance formats. This study is significant in that it systematically analyzes the transmission process
and dance movements of Seonipmu, thereby establishing its position as a traditional dance that evolved
within the Honam dance framework. However, as the transmission of Seonipmu has been primarily
centered around specific regions and individuals, future research should compare and analyze different
interpretations and transmission methods among various successors. Additionally, it is necessary to
conduct notation (Mubo) work to systematically document Seonipmu’s dance movements and to examine
the differences in choreography among various successors in greater detail.

Key words : Honam Dance, Seonipmu, Traditional dance, Traditional genealogy
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