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ABSTRACT

Analysis on the Transmission and Revitalization of
Pyongyang Sword Dance

Deukchun Lee* Sangmyung University

As an analytical study to find ways to revitalize Pyongyang Sword Dance, 200 Korean dance majors were
surveyed and in—depth interviews were conducted with a total of 4 experts, 2 experts in Pyongyang
Sword Dance and 2 members of cultural heritage. Pyongyang Sword Dance has been restored to its
original form three times with experts in intangible cultural properties, and the Pyongyang Sword Dance
Preservation Society continues to pass it down through expert training and performances. continues on a
limited basis. Pyongyang Sword Dance is worth preserving and transmitting beyond the situation of
division between North and South Korea. Dancers are aware of Pyongyang Sword Dance, but its
popularity is low due to the small number of performances and lack of publicity. Compared to other
sword dances, Pyongyang Sword Dance has large and lively dance movements, and the top of the head
is the main focus. In particular, the turning movement, in which the sword is turned by turning the wrist
without placing the sword on the arm, is meaningful as an artistic value. Based on these research
results, in order to revitalize Pyongyang Sword Dance a variety of publicity should be conducted through
developing a performance repertoire and providing educational opportunities. It is necessary to
continuously nurture dancers with expertise to continue Pyongyang Sword Dance, and as various
contents related to Pyongyang Sword Dance are developed, the public is given the task of creating an
environment in which opportunities for viewing can be increased. Based on the above, suggestions for
follow-up research are as follows. First, in order to increase the explanatory power of the study, a
probabilistic sampling should be created and presented. Second, in follow-up research, various contents
programs of Pyongyang Sword Dance are investigated and analyzed, and research results on how they
affect public awareness are presented. Third, it is considered that the status of Pyongyang Sword Dance
should be expanded in the scope of traditional dance, and additional research should be conducted on
the role that Pyongyang Sword Dance can help in the development of traditional dance.

Key words : Sword dance, Pyongyang Sword Dance, Intangible cultural assets, Dace contents
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